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M L I  P H A S E  2  •  T O P  7

T O P L I N E

Launch cadence + lunar surface ops are leading today’s signal mix.
Two Falcon 9 launches and a Chang Zheng 7 make up the launch roster for the week commencing Monday, May 4, 2026. SpaceX will use its

launches to place a further 48 Starlink satellites into Group 17 of the huge constellation of over 7,000 satellites. China's single flight is a cargo
supply mission to the country's Tiangong space station.

T O P  S I G N A L

Launch Preview: three launches — a calm before the storm?
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M A R K E T  M O V E

Lockheed Martin joins collaboration with Firefly
Aerospace and Seagate for off-shore launches
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P O L I C Y

Taylor Geospatial unveils global field
dataset
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L A U N C H  O P S

Tech firms partner up to push
intelligence processing closer to the
battlefield
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P R O G R A M  W A T C H

NASA wants to land astronauts on
the moon in 2028. Will SpaceX's
Starship or Blue Origin's Blue Moon
lander be ready in time?
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H A R D W A R E

Trump's proposed NASA budget is a 'horrible threat to our
future' in space, Planetary Society CEO says
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S C I E N C E  /  P U B L I C

Firefly plans late summer launch of first Alpha Block 2
rocket
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S I G N A L  M E T E R

Topic Heat
Launch Ops 36

Programs 27

Policy 27

L A U N C H  W I N D O W

Upcoming Launches
May 6, 2026 • Vandenberg Space Force Base, California, USA
Starlink Group 17-29

May 10, 2026 • Vandenberg Space Force Base, California, U…
Starlink Group 17-37

May 12, 2026 • Vandenberg Space Force Base, California, U…
NROL-172

May 12, 2026 • Starbase, Texas, USA
Starship Flight 12

May 12, 2026 • Cape Canaveral Space Force Station, Florid…
CRS SpX-34

N A R R A T I V E  B A L A N C E

Signal Split
Momentum Signal 63%

Caution Signal 37%
63% momentum vs 37% caution across 11 stories from the
last 24 hours (4 momentum-leaning, 7 caution-leaning).
Momentum leads, with caution concentrated around
execution and launch risk.


